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e No Potential. Habitat on and adjacent to the site is clearly unsuitable for the species
requirements (foraging, breeding, cover, substrate, elevation, hydrology, plant
community, site history, disturbance regime).

» Unlikely. Few of the habitat components meeting the species requirements are
present, and/or the majority of habitat on and adjacent to the site is unsuitable or of
very poor quality. The species is not likely to be found on the site.

* Moderate Potential. . Some of the habitat components meeting the species
requirements are present, and/or only some of the habitat on or adjacent to the site
is unsuitable. The species has a moderate probability of being found on the site.

» High Potential. All of the habitat components meeting the species requirements are
present and/or most of the habitat on or adjacent to the site is highly suitable. The
species has a high probability of being found on the site.

» Present Species is observed on the site or has been recorded (i.e. CNDDB, other
reports) on the site recently. .

The site assessment is intended to identify the presence or absence of suitable habitat for each
special-status species known to occur in the vicinity in order to determine its potential to occur in
the Study Area. The site visit does not constitute a protocol-ievel survey and is not intended to
determine the actual presence or absence of a species; however, if a special-status species is
observed during the site visit, its presence will be recorded and discussed.

In cases where little information is known about species occurrences and habitat requirements,
the species evaluation was based on best professional judgment of WRA biologists with
experience working with the species and habitats. If necessary, recognized experts in individual
species biology were contacted to obtain the most up to date information regarding species
biology and ecology.

It a special-status species was observed during the site visit, its presence is recorded and
discussed below in Section 4.2. For some species, a site assessment visit at the level
conducted for this report may not be sufficient to determine presence or absence of a species to
the specifications of regulatory agencies. In these cases, a species may be assumed to be
present or further protocol-level special-status species surveys may be necessary. Special-
status species for which further protocol-level surveys may be necessary are described below in
Section 5.0.

3.3 City of Livermore Protected Trees
A site visit was made to identify the presence of trees that could potentially be protected by the
City. The site visit does not constitute a formal tree survey, and no certified or registered

arborist was present; however, if potentially protected trees were observed, they were noted,
and their presence is discussed below.
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4.0 RESULTS

The Study Area is located immediately north of Interstate 580, south of North Canyons Blvd and
west of Airway Blvd. The Study Area was historically agricultural land. The surrounding parcels
have been built out by mixed-use development including a casino, corporate office, medical
offices, a charter school, hotels, a gas station and fast-food restaurant. The Study Area has
been completely surrounded by development since approximately 2007 and Airway Blvd to the
east supports a major egress point to Interstate 580. North Canyons Parkway connects to
Doolan Road to the west and frontage road north of Interstate 580.

The Study Area has been significantly altered from its native state, and is disced twice annually
for at least the past several years. The site appears to have received fill and topographic
alterations associated with adjacent development including Interstate 580, the Interstate on-
ramp, Airway Bivd and North Canyons Parkway. The Study Area has some ornamental trees
planted along the perimeter of the site, particularly along Airway Blvd, but supports little native
vegstation.

4.1 Topography and Soils

The topography of the Study Area is relatively flat with slopes of less than 2 to 10 percent. The
general slope is from west to northeast, and elevations range from 5 to 15 feet. The Alameda
Area Soil Survey (USDA 1961) indicates that the Study Area is underlain of one native soil
mapping unit: Diablo clay, very deep, 3 to 15 percent slopes, which is composed of one soil
series: Diablo Series described below.

Diablo Series: This soil series consists of very deep silty clay soils formed from aliuvium derived
from shale and siltstone iocated on backsiope hills at elevations ranging from 25 to 3,000 feet.
These soils are considered hydric, and are well drained with slow runoff (dry) to medium or
rapid when moist and slow permeability. Native and naturalized vegetation includes annuat
grasses and forbs in uncultivated areas, and predominant land uses include grazing and dry
farmed grains (USDA 1961).

A representative pedon of this series consists of an A-horizon of neutral to mildly alkaline (pH
7.0-7.5) very dark gray (5YR 3/1) when moist silty clay from approximately 0 to 15 inches depth.
This is underlain by a B-horizon of moderately alkaline (pH 8.4) olive gray (5Y 5/2) when moist
silty clay to very dark gray (5Y 3/1) when moist silty clay with slickensides from approximately
15 to 42 inches depth. This is underlain by a C-horizon of moderately alkaline (pH 8.2) olive
gray (5Y 5/2 to 5Y 4/2) when moist silty clay loam from approximately 42 to 60 inches depth and
deeper (USDA 1961). The presence of sticky clay throughout and the slickensides in the B-
horizon, suggest that these soils have the potential to support inundation and/or extended
saturation in depressions, swales, and low-lying areas which may contribute to the formation of
wetlands. Likewise, special-status plants with an affinity or association with neutral to alkaline
clays have the potential to occur on these soils.

4.2 Climate and Hydrology

The Project Area is located at the edge of the coastal fog belt of the Bay Area in the Livermore
Valley. Average annual precipitation for Livermore (CA 4997), located approximately three and
one-half miles east southeast, is 14.82 inches, with the majority falling as rain in the winter
months (November through March). The mean daily low and high temperatures in degrees
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Fahrenheit range from 36.9 in December to 83.1 in July (USDA 2016). Currently, the Study
Area has experienced normal rainfall according to a WETS analysis, with the region thus far
receiving 102.2 percent of annual average rainfall (15.14 inches in Water Year 2016). The
months of November, December, January, March, and April were all above normal rainfall, while
October, February, and May were below normal. The three month (March, April, and May)
antecedent rainfall condition was normal.

The primary hydrologic sources for the Study Area are precipitation and localized surface runoff
from immediately adjacent lands. Surface runoff migrates to a three-foot diameter culvert
situated on the southern boundary, approximately central on the east-west axis. This culvert
connects to a larger stormwater system that parallels [-580 and flows westward.

4.3 Biological Communities

The Study Area is composed of one bioclogical community, non-native annual grassland. The
edge of the Study Area contains landscaping and hardscaping (e.g., sidewalks) which provide
little to no ecologic value.

4.3.1 Non-Sensitive Biological Communities

Non-native Annual Grassland. Non-native annual grasslands are known throughout California
on all aspects and topographic positions underlain by a variety of substrates. Within the Study
Area, this biological community is composed of one vegetation alliance, wild oat grassland
{Avena barbata Semi-Natural Herbaceous Stand) (Sawyer et al. 2009). The grassland is
dominated by wild oat (Avena barbata) with substantial cover of ripgut brome (Bromus
diandrus), soft chess (B. hordeaceus), ltalian rye grass (Festuca perennis), and Mediterranean
barley (Hordeum marinum). Non-native forbs include field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis),
ltalian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), field mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), and curly dock
(Rumex crispus). The grasslands are tilled/disked annually, and the site was tilled at the time of
the site visit.

4.3.2 Sensitive Biological Communities

No sensitive biological communities were found within the Study Area. A broad swale runs
through the center of the property, terminating at the three-foot diameter culvert. At the time of
the site visit, the entire site had been disked and vegetation was lying flat. Several areas were
sampled following the methods for delineating wetlands outlined in Section 3.1.2. Vegetation
was dominated by Mediterranean barley (Hordeum marinum), a facultative (FAC) plant, with
associates wild oat (Avena barbata), ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), and soft chess (B.
hordeaceus). Soils were black (10YR 2/1) heavy clays that contained na redoximorphic
features or depletions; therefore, the swale’s substrate does not meet the criteria for hydric
soils. Likewise, there were no indicators of saturation or inundation sufficient to meet the
wetland hydrology criteria.
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4.4 Special-Status Species
4.4.1 Plants

Based upon a review of the resources and databases given in Section 3.2.1, 14 special-status
plant species have been documented in the vicinity of the Study Area. Figure 3 below depicts
special-status species observed within a 5-mile radius of the Study Area. The Study Area is
unlikely or has no potential to support 10 of these species for the following reasons:

e Hydrologic conditions (e.g. tidal, riverine) necessary to support the special-status plant
species are not present in the Study Area;

» Edaphic (soil) conditions (e.g. volcanic, serpentine) necessary to support the special-
status plant species are not present in the Study Area;

« Unigue pH conditions (e.g. acidic conditions) necessary to support the special-status
plant species are not present in the Study Area;

* Associated vegetation communities (e.g. forest, woodland, scrub, vernal pools)
necessary to support the special-status plant species are not present in the Study Area;

» The Study Area is geographically isolated from the documented range of the special-
status plant species; and/or

e The land use history (e.g., petro chemical and residential development) of the Study
Area has resulted in habitat conversion and/or has a degree of disturbance to preclude
the colonization and establishment of special-status species.

Four special-status plant species have a moderate to high potential to occur within the Study
Area. All of these species germinate and bolt in late spring, and bloom in the summer into fall.
Likewise, they are annuals that are tolerant of disturbance (e.g., tilling) and, because, they
bloom in summer, can tolerate competitive pressure from non-native annual herbs (e.g., wild
oats (Avena barbata). These species are detailed below:

Brittlescale (Atriplex depressa). CNPS Rank 1B. Moderate Potential. Brittlescale is an
annual forb in the goosefoot family (Chenopodiaceae) that blooms from April to October. |t
typically occurs on alkali clay substrate in scalds, meadows, and grassy areas in chenopod
scrub, meadow, playa, valley and foothill grassland, and vernal pool habitat at elevations
ranging from 3 to 1,040 feet (CDFW 2016, CNPS 2016). Observed associated species include
common tarplant (Cenfromadia pungens), fivehook (Bassia hyssopifolia), pickleweed (Salicornia
virginica), horned seablite (Suaeda calceoliformis), salt grass (Distichlis spicata), alkali heath
(Frankenia salina), rabbit's-foot grass (Polypogon monspeliensis), and Mediterranean barley
(Hordeum marinum) (CDFW 2016, personal observation 2014). Brittlescale has a moderate
potential to occur within the Study Area due to moderate alkali conditions and this species
relative tolerance to disturbance; however, it frequently occurs in strongly alkali conditions, with
extended saturation. This species and others within this genus were not observed during the
site visit, and is therefore assumed absent from the site.

Congdon’s tarplant (Centromadia parryi ssp. congdonii). CNPS Rank 1B. High Potential.
Congdon'’s tarplant is an annual forb in the sunflower family (Asteraceae) that blooms from June
to November. It typically occurs in alkaline grassy areas on the edge of brackish marsh in valley
and foothill grassland habitat at elevations ranging from 1 to 750 feet (CDFW 2016, CNPS
2016). Observed associated species include common tarplant (Centromadia pungens ssp.
pungens), alkali heath (Frankenia salina), salt grass (Distichlis spicata), ltalian rye grass
(Festuca perennis), Mediterranean barley (Hordeum marinum), foxtail barley (Hordeum
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murinum), stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens), yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), Italian
thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus), buli thistle (Cirsium vulgare), and Bermuda grass (Cynodon
dactylon) (CDFW 2016, personal observations 2008-2013). Congdon’s tarplant has a high
potential to occur within the Study Area due to moderate alkali conditions, the presence of
associated species, this species relative tolerance to disturbance, and a seed source within
close proximity within the direction of the prevailing winds. This species and others within this
genus were not observed during the site visit as either seedlings or balts, and is therefore
assumed absent from the site.

Livermore tarplant (Deinandra bacigalupii). CNPS Rank 1B. Moderate Potential, Livermore
tarplant is annual forb in the sunflower family (Asteraceae) that blooms from June through
October. It typically occurs in alkaline herbaceous communities and scalds within meadow and
seep habitat at elevations ranging from 485 to 600 feet (CNPS 2016, CDFW 2016, Baldwin et
al. 2012). Observed associated species include ripgut brome (Bromus diandrus), soft chess (B.
hordeaceus), Mediterranean barley (Hordeum marinum), salt grass (Distichlis Spicata), iodine
bush (Allenrolfea occidentalis), common spikeweed (Centromadia pungens), brittlescale
(Atriplex depressa), sand spurry (Spergularia spp.), alkali heath (Frankenia salina), yellow
tarweed (Holocarpha virgata), and three-ray tarweed (Deinandra lobbii) (CDFW 2016).
Livermore tarplant has a moderate potential to occur within the Study Area due to moderate
alkali conditions and this species relative tolerance to disturbance; however, it frequently occurs
in strongly aikali conditions, with extended saturation. This species and others within this genus
were not observed during the site visit, and is therefore assumed absent from the site,

San Joaquin spearscale (Extriplex joaquinana). CNPS Rank 1B. High Potential. San
Joaquin spearscale is an annual herb in the goosefoot family (Chenopodiaceae) that blooms
from April to October. It typically occurs in seasonal alkali sink scrub and wetlands in chenopod
scrub, alkali meadow, and valley and foothill grassland habitat at elevations ranging from 0 to
2,740 feet (CDFW 2016, CNPS 2016). Observed associated species include salt grass
(Distichlis spicata), alkali heath (Frankenia salina), Mediterranean barley (Hordeum marinum),
italian rye grass (Festuca perennis), bird's-foot trefoil (Lotus comiculatus), docks (Rumex
crispus, R. pulcher), tarplants (Centromadia parryi, C. pungens), pickleweed (Salicomia
pacifica), and fat hen (Atriplex prostrata) (CDFW 2016, personal observations 2010-2012). San
Joaquin spearscale has a high potential to occur within the Study Area due to moderate alkali
conditions, the presence of associated species, this species relative tolerance to disturbance,
and a seed source within close proximity within the direction of the prevailing winds. This
species and others within this genus were not observed during the site visit as either seedlings
or bolts, and is therefore assumed absent from the site.
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4.4.2 Wildlife

Seventeen (17) special-status wildiife species have been documented to occur within 5-miles of
the Study Area (Figure 4). No special-status wildlife species were observed in the Study Area
during the June 13, 2016 site visit, and it was determined that no special status wildlife species
have a moderate or high potential to occur. The ecological value of the Study Area has largely
been degraded as the site is completely surrounded on all sides by mixed development. The
Study Area is therefore isolated from surrounding suitable habitats. Furthermore the site is
disced twice per year further reducing the ecological value. Some landscaped ornamental trees
are present around the perimeter, but the vast majority of the site is bare soil overlain with
annual grass thatch.

Special-status wildlife species that are generally associated with aquatic habitats and known to
occur within 5-miles include California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii; CRLF), foothill yellow-
legged frog (Rana boylii; FYLF), tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), and Pacific pond turtle
(Actinemys marmorata; PPT). The Study Area contains no streams, ponds or emergent
wetlands and the extent of development surrounding the Study Area would preclude CRLF and
PPT from dispersing through the site. Furthermore no hydrologic connectivity is present to
suitable FYLF habitats nearby. Tricolored blackbirds may occasionally be seen flying over the
Study Area, though no nesting habitat or significant foraging resources are supported, therefore
these species have no potential or are unlikely to occur within the Study Area.

Likewise, California linderiella (Linderiefla occidentalis), longhorn fairy shrimp (Branchinecta
longiantenna), and vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi) are vernal pool or seasonal
wetland obligate species. Since no wetland habitats exist within the Study Area, these species
have no potential to occur.

Alameda whipsnake (Masticophis lateralis euryxanthus), American badger (Taxidea taxus), and
San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis mutica) are each documented to occur within 5-miles of
the Study Area. All three species are wide-ranging and require extensive swaths of connected
habitat to persist. Because of the small patch-size of the Study Area, extent, frequency and
duration of disturbance, and its isolated nature, these species are not expected to occur.
Furthermore, no evidence or sign of badger or kit fox utilizing ground squirrel burrows was
observed during the June 13 site assessment.

Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), and Townsend's big-eared
bat (Corynorhinus townsendii) are species capable of flight that may opportunistically forage in
the vicinity of the Study Area. The Study Area is not within the nesting range of Ferruginous
hawk, and nesting and roosting habitat is not present for prairie falcon or Townsend’s big-eared
bat. These species are therefore uniikely to occur and unlikely to be affected by any future
development at the site.

The following is discussion of four special-status wildlife species that are known to occur in the
vicinity, or directly adjacent to the Study Area that are unlikely to occur but are included in this
section for completeness.

Burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia; BUOW). CDFW Species of Special Concern: USFWS
Bird of Conservation Concern. Burrowing owl occurs as a year-round resident and winter
visitor in much of California’s lowlands, inhabiting open areas with sparse or non-existent tree or
shrub canopies. Typical habitat is annual or perennial grassland, although human-modified
areas such as agricultural lands and airports are also used (Poulin et al. 1993). This species is
dependent on burrowing mammals to provide the burrows that are characteristically used for
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shelter and nesting, and in northern California is typically found in close association with
California ground squirrels (Spermophilus beecheyi). Manmade substrates such as pipes or
debris piles may also be occupied in place of burrows. Prey consists of insects and small
vertebrates. Breeding typically takes place from March to July.

The Study Area is disced twice annually for weed and fire control. On the June 13, 2016 visit,
several ground squirrel burrows were observed along the perimeter of the Study Area. The
squirrel burrows were inspected for sign of BUOW including white-wash, pellets, or feathers.
No BUOW or indications of use were noted. Furthermore, the Study Area is relatively small is
therefore unlikely to support abundance of prey required to sustain breeding BUOW. A CNDDB
record of nesting burrowing owl was documented approximately 1-mile southwest of the Study
Area in 2004. Adjacent contiguous natural and agricutural lands provide higher quality and
quantity of habitat than is available within the Study Area. Therefore the species is unlikely to
forage or nest within the Study Area.

California tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense; CTS), Federal Threatened
Species, State Threatened Species. California tiger salamander is restricted to grasslands
and low-elevation foothill regions in California (generally under 1500 feet) where it uses
seasonal aquatic habitats for breeding. The salamanders breed in natural ephemeral pools, or
ponds that mimic ephemeral pools (stock ponds that go dry), and occupy substantial areas
surrounding the breeding pool as adults. California tiger salamanders spend most of their time
in the grasslands surrounding breeding pools. They survive hot, dry summers by living
underground in burrows (such as those created by ground squirrels and other mammals and
deep cracks or holes in the ground) where the soil atmosphere remains near the water
saturation point. During wet periods, the salamanders may emerge from refugia and feed in the
surrounding grasslands.

The Study Area does not contain any aquatic features that could support CTS breeding.
Multiple occurrences of CTS have been documented in the vicinity including one occurrence
where 2 adults were observed crossing roads adjacent to the Study Area in 1992. Since this
occurrence, the location of that occurrence has been developed and significant development
has occurred in the areas surrounding the Study Area on all sides. While it is possible that the
Study Area once supported CTS upland habitat, the site has been completely isolated for nearly
10-years from adjacent habitats, and is disced twice per year for weed and fire control. A
vestigial population of California ground squirrels occurs with burrows concentrated along the
perimeter of the site, however the extent, frequency and duration of disturbance of the site
coupled with its completely isolated nature preclude any potential for CTS to occur within the
Study Area.

Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Federal Eagle Protection Act, CDFW Fully Protected
Species, USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern. Golden eagles are large raptors that occur
in open and semi-open areas from sea level to high elevation. Typical occupied habitats include
grasslands, shrublands, deserts, woodlands, and coniferous forests. Breeding activity occurs
broadly from January through August, and in California is usually initiated from January to
March. The large stick nests of this species are reused across years and may be maintained
throughout the year. Nests are most often placed on the ledges of steep cliffs, but nesting also
occurs in trees and on tall manmade structures (e.g., utility towers) (Kochert et al. 2002).
Golden eagles forage over wide areas, feeding primarily on medium-sized mammals (e.g.,
ground squirrels and rabbits), large birds, and carrion.

17

C-23



Responses To CoMMENTS - BART 1o LivERMORE ExTENSION ProjecT EIR May 2018
APPENDIX C ATTACHMENTS TO COMMENT LETTERS

A golden eagle nest was recorded in the CNDDRB in 1991-1992 approximately 4.4 miles to the
northwest of the Study Area (CDFW 2016), however the nest was unsuccessful for unknown
reasons. While golden eagles may occasionally fly over or opportunistically forage within the
Study Area, no appropriate nesting habitat is available on or in the immediate vicinity of the site.
Furthermore, the Study Area is bounded by highly developed areas and sees regular
disturbance via discing for weed and fire control, making it unlikely to be visited by golden
eagles. While it is possible that eagles may be occasionally observed in the immediate vicinity,
much higher quality foraging habitat is present to the north in the vicinity and they have no
nesting habitat at the site. Therefore, they are unlikely to occur within the Study Area.

White-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus). CDFW Fully Protected Species. White-tailed kite is
resident in open to semi-open habitats throughout the lower elevations of California, including
grasslands, savannahs, woodlands, agricultural areas and wetlands. Vegetative structure and
prey availability seem to be more important habitat elements than associations with specific
plants or vegetative communities (Dunk 1995). Nests are constructed mostly of twigs and
placed in trees, often at habitat edges. Nest trees are highly variable in size, structure, and
immediate surroundings, ranging from shrubs to trees greater than 150 feet tall (Dunk 1995).
This species preys upon a variety of small mammals, as well as other vertebrates and
invertebrates.

White-tailed kite fledglings were observed and recorded in the CNDDB in 2009 approximately
4.75 miles northwest of the Study Area. The wide-range and relative commonality of this
species along urban-rural interfaces suggest white-tailed kite could opportunistically forage
within the Study Area. However, the Study Area is isolated from nearby foraging and nesting
habitat via roads with heavy traffic. In addition, the twice-annual discing of the site means
disturbance of the area is likely too high to encourage nearby nesting. White-tailed kite is
unlikely to nest or occur within the Study Area. :

Nearly all habitats have the potential to seasconally support nesting birds that are protected by
the MBTA and CFGC. Trees along the perimeter of the Study Area and the unmowed fringe of
the Study Area supporting annual grasses and forbs are examples of these habitats. Direct
removal of a nest or disturbance in the vicinity of an active nest that could result in nest
abandonment would be considered take under the MBTA and CFGC.

4.5 City of Livermore Protected Trees

Given that all trees within the Study Area occur on private property and are not considered
public areas, no trees within the Study Area are protected under the tree ordinance for the City
of Livermore. However, if any trees adjacent to the Study Area that line Airway Bivd or North

Canyon Parkway will be removed or pruned as part of site improvements within the Study Area,
permits will likely be necessary through the City of Livermore.
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5.0 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No sensitive biological communities were identified within the Study Area. No special-status
plant species and no special-status wildlife species have either moderate or high potential to
occur within the Study Area. There is a potential for birds protected by the MBTA and CFGC to
seasonally nest within the Study Area. Based on these findings, the following sections
summarize those findings and present recommendations for future studies and/or measures to
avoid or reduce impacts to these species and sensitive habitats.

5.1 Biological Communities

The Study Area is comprised of ruderal grassland, landscaped, and developed areas, which are
not sensitive biological communities. No additional studies are warranted for biological
communities.

5.2 Special-Status Plant Species

Of the 25 special-status plant species known to occur in the vicinity of the Study Area, none
were determined to have high or moderate potential to occur in the Study Area. Most of the
special-status species occur in coastal areas or intact and native grasslands, forests, and
woodlands that are not present within the Study Area. The grassland in the Study Area is highly
disturbed and overwhelmingly dominated by non-native species, making it uniikely that special-
status grassland species would occur within it. Protocol-level rare plant surveys are not
recommended.

5.3 Special-Status Wildlife Species

Of the 17 special-status wildlife species documented to occur within a 5-mile radius of the Study
Area, no special-status wildlife species have either moderate or high potential to occur within
the Study Area. There is a potential for birds protected by the MBTA and CFGC to seasonally
nest within the Study Area. Future development has the potential to result in direct or indirect
impacts including nest abandonment, which would be considered take under the MBTA and
CFGC. WRA recommends the following measures be implemented to avoid take of special-
status birds and nesting birds protected by the MBTA.

Nesting Season: February 1 through August 31

If ground disturbance or removal of vegetation occurs between February 1 and August 31, pre-
construction surveys should be performed by a qualified biologist no more than 14 days prior to
commencement of such activities to determine the presence and location of nesting bird
species. If active nests are present, establishment of temporary protective nesting season
buffers will avoid direct mortality of these birds, nests, or young. The appropriate buffer
distance is dependent on the species, surrounding vegetation, and topography and should be
determined by a qualified biologist as appropriate to prevent nest abandonment and direct
mortality during construction.
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Non-nesting Season: September 1 through January 31

Ground disturbance and removal of vegetation within the Study Area does not require pre-
construction surveys if performed between September 1 and January 31.

5.4 City of Livermore Protected Trees

If Project work will affect trees lining Airway Bivd. or North Canyons Parkway, consult with the
City Public Works Division to determine if these trees are under City jurisdiction. In the event
that the trees are protected tree under guidelines outlined in Livermore Municipal Code
12.20.160, are under City jurisdiction, and are to be removed, a permit with the City will be
required. Likewise, activities with the potential to harm or kil said trees (e.g., laying down of
equipment) should be avoided in the trees’ rooting zone (approximately the same area occupied
below ground as that of the tree’s crown). An ISA- or NAA-certified arborist should be consulted
if the trees are to be scheduled for removal and/or activities with the potential to impact their
health are planned for the immediate vicinity of the trees.

As per Livermore Municipal Code 12.20, potential mitigati\on actions for removing protected
trees include replacing the trees with those of comparable number and size and planting them
on or off the site at the expense of the permit applicant.
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Appendix A. Plant and wildlife species observed in the Study Area on June 13, 2016.
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Scientific Name

Common Name

Piants

Carduus pycnocephalus

Italian thistle

Centaurea solstitialis

yellow star thistle

Cynara cardunculus

artichoke thistle

Dittrichia graveolens

stinkwort

Helminthotheca echioides

bristly ox-tongue

Lactuca serriola

prickly lettuce

Brassica nigra

black mustard

Hirschfeldia incana

field mustard

Convolvulus arvensis

field bindweed

Medicago polymorpha

bur clover

Melifotus indicus

yellow sweetclover

Vicia sativa spring vetch
Erodium brachycarpum foothill filaree
Eucalyptus sp. eucalyptus
Avena barbata slender oat

Bromus diandrus

ripgut brome

Bromus hordeaceus

soft chess

Festuca perennis

ltalian rye grass

Hordeum marinum

Mediterranean barley

Hordeum murinum

mouse barley

Phalaris paradoxa

hood canarygrass

Polygonum aviculare

dooryard knotweed

Rumex crispus

curly dock

A-1
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Eientific Name Common Name
Wildlife
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow
Euphagus cyanocephalus Brewer's blackbird
Petrochelidon p yrrhoﬁota cliff swallow
Columba livia rock pigeon
Sturnus vulgaris European starling
Cathartes aura turkey vulture (fly-over)
Aeronautes saxatalis white-throated swift (fly-over)
Spinus tristis American goldfinch (fly-over)
A-2
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APPENDIX B

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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Top: View of disced vegetation facing narheast lo

Maorih Canyon Parkway. ‘ H r
Botlom: View of disced vegelalion along 1-580 ra

WE on-ramp.
P ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Pholographs taken: June 13, 2016
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Top: View of site facing norlheaslt from 580 WB
slip road

Botlom: View of site facing northwest from Airway
Bivd

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
Pholographs laken: June 13, 2016
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